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The benefit and advantage of aſfictions to mankind 
in general, particularly to thoſe, who make a pro- 
per uſe of them, by cauſing their affeftions to ſit 
looſe, and indifferent, to the world, and by fixing 
their minds ſteadily, and 1mmoveably, on God, 
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Ps ALM cxix. ver. 71. 


It is good for me that I have been afflict- 
ed, that I might learn God s laws. 
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without any prejudice in their fa- 
l vour, as they are to cenſure the di- 
vine diſpenſations, or to accuſe the 
Deity of rigidly treating his creatures, they would 
ſoon be convinced that the evils they feel; and 
thoſe they have the greateſt reaſon to fear, gene- 
rally reſult from their own ill conduct, or the 
want of due ſubmiſſion to providence. Men are 
ſo poiſoned with the tempting fruits of fin, ſo 
bent upon gratifying the demands of depraved ap- 
petites, and the precipitant motions of a froward 
will, (the leading faculty of the ſoul,) that they 
become regardleſs of their own ſafety, and fear- 
leſs of affronting infinite majeſty, By ſtupidly 
neglecting their own preſervation, and contetap= 
tuouſly rejecting the divine care, they either run 
wilfully into the ways of danger, or daringly 
provoke the great preſerver of men, and never 
tailing defender of his people, to ſcourge them 
A 2 with 


their own actions, and examine them 
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141 
with the fin-revenging rod of his juſtice, and make 
them feel the weight of omnipotent diſpleaſure, 
Afflictions indeed, are ſuch ſeyere things, that of 
them we moſt heavily and bitterly complain, for 
they probe the painful wounds of fin, grievouſly 
alarm the inmoſt thoughts of our hearts, and 
give us ſuch black ideas of miſery and ſorrow, 
as level our ſpirits with the duſt, and render 
us unable to. ſupport ourſelves, or to endure 
the ſtrokes of the divine chaſtiſer. But notwith- 
ſtanding our deplorable grievances, and that we 
labour under ſuch mournful circumſtances ; the 
nox1ous diſeaſe of fin is ſo infectious, and human 
nature is become ſo untractable, that ſeverity is 
made abſolutely neceſſary ; and therefore except 
ſharp remedies are applied, and all proper me- 
thods uſed to hinder the infection, they ſeldom 
cure the diſtemper, or effectually anſwer the gra- 
cious purpoſes, and merciful ends of our heaven- 
ly Father. For no ſooner are the evils with- 
drawn, and our afflictions intirely removed, but 
our rebellious appetites are in motion; and in- 
ſtead of vigorouſly obſtructing their progreſs, and 
devoutly celebrating the divine clemency, for the 
removal of our ſufferings, we inſtantly return to 
our follies, and fix our minds on thoſe very things, 
which occaſioned our miſery, cauſe us to break 
our good reſolutions, and moſt ſolemn vows of 
amendment, And though we are made ſenſible 
of our dangers, and that this ſcene of vanity, 
which the world (a) preſents us with, has cheat- 

„ ed 


(2) This world is beautiful to the eye, and magnificently 
grand in appearance, but when we come to handle it, it hath 
| no 
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SE 
ed and deceived us times without number, yet 
the promiſes we made in our extremity, and that 
were extorted from us by ſickneſs, we often for- 
get in the time of health and ſtrength, not from 
any defect in the divine viſitation, or want of {kill 
in our ſpiritual phyſician, but from the power of 
licentious appetites, which have turned us from 
the holy commandment, to ſerve divers luſts, and 
ſinful pleaſures, So forcible are the evil powers 
of ſin, ſo prone are our natures to rebel, that e- 
ven afflictions which are ſo very efficacious in 
themſelves, and will work moſt powerfully upon 
us, when nothing elſe can take any effect, or 
make the leaſt alteration in our evil diſpoſitions 
may by being diſregarded, rendered ineffectual, 
and we intirely looſe the benefit of them. But 
alas, if Providence removes its afflicting hand, 
and we imagine ourſelves out of danger, the fin- 
ful pleaſures of life ſeize our minds, and we are 
daily. projecting new experiments, and conſtantly 
inventing various kinds of diverſions, to divert 
our melancholy leiſure hours, and to ſilence the 
tormenting accuſations of conſcience, bur all our 
recreations are in vain, and our moſt artful de- 


vices . 


no ſubſtance or ſolidity in it at all. The world, as the pro- 
phet ſays, is deceitfu] upon the weights, and altogether light- 
er than vanity itſelf. O miſerable world, faith St. Auguſtine, 
whoſe griefs are rea], but thy delights counterfeit and empty ; 
thy ſorrows and ſufferings ſure, thy pleaſures uncertain, thy 
pains are permanent, thy comforts tranſitory ; thy toils in- 
ſupportable, thy rewards poor and deſpicable ; thou promi- 
ſeſt with all the profuſeneſs of a prince, but payeſt with all 
the indigence of a beggar ; thy miſeries are pure and unmix- 
ed, and without any abatement z thy happineſs tempered and 


allayed with all kinds of miſery, See Dean Stan. Chriſtian 
Directory, : | 
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vices to no purpoſe. For when we have accom- 
pliſhed our wiſhes, and gratified every animal paſ- 
fion, our pleaſures inſenſibly ſlide away from us, 
our fineſt ſchemes ſuddenly come to nought, and 
our minds are as reſtleſs and as uneaſy. as ever, 
So frail are men, ſo inconſtant are their purpo- 
ſes, that unleſs they are arrayed in the armour 
of light, and divinely enabled to oppoſe the pow- 
ers of darkneſs, they will never be able to main- 
tain their ground, or to reſiſt the frequent violent 
aſſaults, and overpowering ſolicitations of fleſh 
and blood. It is mens fond attachment to earthly 
delights, and to the carnal amuſements of ſenſe, 
which ſo captivates the faculties of their ſouls, 
that they are no longer maſter of themſelves, but 
ignobly purſue a round of {laviſh pleaſures, which 
render them utterly averſe to devout meditations, 
and wholly incapable of ſpiritual, and rational 
employments. Senſual indulgencies, inwardly 
corrupt mens natures, and take up ſo much of 
their time, as makes them diſregard the final end 
of life, and the important and awful buſineſs of 
eternity, When the delights of ſenſe ſeize the 
affection, and men ate led by falſe deluding ob- 
jects, they ſeldom limit their vicious defires, but 
are ſo intenſely exerciſed by unreſtrained paſſions, 
that they ſpare no pains to gratify, if poſſible, 
theſe undiſciplined, and unbounded appetites, 
'The force of which wicked reſolutions, darken 


the underſtandings of licentious creatures, and 


hardens their hearts to ſuch a degree, as makes 
them to glory in their ſhame, and reproachfully 
to depend on ſuch things which can never ſatisfy 


rational, and immortal beings. As doatingly fond 
| a? 


5-0 
as men are of diverſions, and the deceitful ap- 
pearances of things, they may as ſoon quench 
their thirſt with the image of a fountain, as make 
their ſouls happy, with the ſordid pleaſures, and 
yain cuſtoms of this ſinful world. Earthly de- 
lights are ſo fallacious in themſelves, ſo wonder- 
fully mutable in their natures, that inſtead of re- 
viving our hopes, or ſupporting our poor fainting 
ſpirits, they depreſs the powers of our fouls, and 
will by an immoderate uſe of them, greatly em- 
barraſs our minds, cut out work for ſad and bit- 
ter reflection. When the will is grown refractory, 
and inveterate habits of fin are cheriſhed, men 
grow ſo confirmed in evil cuſtoms, that they ig- 


nominiouſly ſacrifice their time to vanity, and be- 


come irreconcileable enemies to themſelves; and 
to their own peace and happineſs. Thus tran- 
ſported by the power of blind paſſions, and ob- 
ſtinately determined to purſue criminal practices, 
no expoſtulations will ſoften their hard impeni- 
tent hearts, nor the maſt paſſionate and melting 
entreaties, change their evil and inflexible di ſpo- 
ſitions. Indeed conſcience is fo faithful to its 
truſt, that it frequently interrupts mens fancied 
tranquility ; which gives them ſome diſturbance : 
and the bleſſed ſpirit of God, is ſuch an invaria- 
ble reprover, that it conſtantly witneſſes againſt 
their evil proceedings; yet theſe ſecret admoniti- 
ons are not regarded, and theſe powerful reproofs 
very little heeded, The governing powers are 
alleep, and thoſe only awake, that ſhould be ſup- 
preſſed. There is ſuch an inſenſibility upon the 
mind, and ſuch a deadneſs to ſpiritual and eternal 
delights, that the raviſhing charms of virtue, make 

no 


E 
no impreſſions, the beauty of holineſs ſhines in 
vain, and the moſt cogent arguments prove inef.. 
fectual, the ſtrongeſt inducements are not ſuffici. 
ent to engage the ear, and corporeal recreations 
have ſo influenced the affections, that a crown of 
life, when put into the balance, will not weigh 
down the lighteſt pleaſure. Thus familiar with 
earthly delights, men ſtupidly negle& their ſpi- 
ritual concerns, wantonly play upon the ſmooth 
precipice of fin, and careleſly walk in an imagi- 
nary ſecurity, without any ſenſe of their danger, 
or that the ſlippery path they tread, leads to the 
horrible chambers of death, and haſtens them to 
the depths of deſtruction, But notwithſtanding 
the perverſeneſs of ſuch infatuated creatures, as 
audacioufly deſpiſe God's merciful intimations, 
and the more milder methods of bis providence, 
yet in the day of God's fierce wrath, and when 
the divine hand preſſeth them fore, it will remove 
the groſs ſtupidity of their minds, and open ſuch 
a paſſage to the heart, as will diſcover their moſt 
ſecret vices, and make them know by painful re- 
flection, how grievouſly they have been impoſed 
upon, by the ſpecious wiles of ſatan, and the dread- 
ful ſnares of fin, Under theſe pungent ſufferings, 


and that terrible confuſion within, men common- 


ly regret their paſt follies, and feel the ſtinging 
reproaches of guilt, for their drowſy conſciences 
are awakened, and their underſtandings enlight- 
ened, which makes them not only utterly to ab- 
hor their former ill conduct, but alſo to experi- 
ence, the vanity of all terreſtrial enjoyments, and 
that there is no true ſatisfaction for the foul but 
in God, who is an eternal ſpring of love, and 
| an 
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an (5) inexhauſtible ſource of goodneſs. Since af- 
flictions are of ſuch advantage to us, as to make us 
to ſee wherein our main intereſt conſiſts, and 
where our true and real happineſs lies: let us not 


yield to enormous practices, or refuſe to acknow- . 
ledge God's righteouſneſs, in juſtly condemning 


us for our faults, and puniſhing us ſeverely for 
our obſtinacy, but endeavour to make a right uſe 
of our afflictions, and exert our beſt faculties, to 
acquire his favour, whoſe ſharpeſt corrections pro- 
ceed from love, and are always tempered with 
kindneſs, and mingled with mercy, Were we 
deeply affected with the divine benignity, and 
the various ends of providential diſpenſations, our 
fears would be greatly allayed ; and we ſhould be 
comforted under the ſevereſt trials, be carried 
through the ſeveral difficult ſtages of life, with a 
degree of real joy and inward conſolation, , Let 
us then by attentive reflection, and by deteſting 
every falſe way, labour to ſtrengthen our feeble 

B powers, 


(5) Agreeably to which, ſays the great, and good archbi- 
ſhop Tillotſon, Did but men conſider the true notion of God, 
he would appear to be ſo lovely a being, ſo full of goodneſs, 
and of all deſirable perfections, that even thoſe very perſons, 
who are of ſuch irregular underſtandings, as not to believe 
there is a God, yet could not (if they underſtood themſelves) 
refrain from wiſhing, with all their hearts, that there were 
one. For is it not really deſireable to every man, that there 
ſhould be ſuch a Being, as takes particular care of every one 
of us, and loves us, and delights to do us good, as underſtands 
all our wants, is able, and willing, to relieve us in our great- 
eſt ſtraits, and to preſerve us in our greateſt dangers, when 
nothing elſe can? Is it not every man's intereſt, that there 
ſhould be ſuch a Governor of the world, as really deſigns our 
happineſs, and hath omitted nothing that is neceſſary to it; as 
would govern us for our advantage, and will require nothing 
of us, but what is for our good, and yet will infinitely reward 
us, for the doing of that, which is beſt for ourſelves ? 
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1 
powers, with the balmy dews of purifying grace, 
that we may not be foiled by temptations, nor 
ruined by the egregious folly of impatience, but 
vigorouſly endeavour to follow our divine Jeſus, 
and act agreeably to God's covenant of mercy : 
for unto them that fear thy name O Lord, ſhall 
the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe, with healing in his 
wings, to comfort thoſe that mourn in Sion, 
and clothe them with the garments of ſalvation, 
Would men but abandon the unworthy gratifica- 
tions of ſenſuality, and not render the divine ad- 
monitions abortive, nor ſuffer themſelves to be 
blinded with prejudice, they would clearly diſ- 
cern the benevolent purpoſes of heaven, and the 
munificent deſigns of God's . righteous govern- 
ment, even in the appointment of afflictions, and 
in making thoſe evils, which men have brought 
upon themſelves, the means of preventing their 
eternal ruin, and of forwarding their preſent and 
future happineſs. So that whenever we are re- 
ſigned to God, and do not diſtruſt the divine 
veracity, but ſtedfaſtly rely upon God's ſacred 
promiſes : the vanity of carthly dependencies will 


be removed, our fondneſs for this vaniſhing re- 


gion abated; and we ſhall build all our hopes 


and expectations on him, who is the ſupreme 


good, and conſequently the proper reſt, and cen- 
ter of our immortal fouls. By thus intirely de- 
pending on the divine providence, and fixing 
our hopes on the divine all-ſufficiency, the an- 
guiſh of our minds will be relieved, the ſorrows 


of our hearts removed; and we ſhall be ſo ſen- 


ſible of the divine clemency, that we ſhall not 
doubt of the divine protection, but that God will 
| be 


| tL i 3 | 
be our conſtant ſhield, and buckler, and our pre- 
ſent help in time of need. The Lord liveth, ſaith 
the pſalmiſt, and bleſſed be my ſtrong helper, 
God will help us when we are unable to help 
ourſelves, and comfort us when all human com- 
forts fail, when the {kill of the phyſician is baf- 
fled, when medicines have proved ineffectual; 
and there remains no hopes of our recovery, 
God will raiſe up our drooping ſpirits, with the 
ſtrength of his all-powerful arm, and the ani- 
mating rays of his heavenly countenance. So that 
in theſe dark and dreary moments, in theſe laſt 
feeble (4) efforts of nature, when the veſſels of life 
„ 


(4) Whilſt I was meditating on our laſt diſſolving mo- 
ments, and the racking unwillingneſs of frail ſinful creatures, 
to have their ſouls ſtripped, of their earthly covering, of thoſe 
vehicles of organized matter, and to paſs into an untried ſtate 
of exiſtence, The words of dying Adrian occurred to my 
thoughts, and the horror his ſpirit was in, at the near ap- 
proach of inexorable death, and its final ſeparation from the 
body. | 
. Poor, little, pretty, fluttering thing, 

Muſt we no longer live together? 
And doſt thou prune thy trembling wing, 

To take thy flight thou know'ſt not whither ? 


Thy pleaſing vein, thy humorous folly, 
Is all neglected, all forgot? 
And, penſive wavering melancholy, 
Thou hop'ſt, and fear'ſt, thou know'ſt not what. 


Here lyes the ſting, ſuppoſe there were no other, to be thou 
knoweſt not what, and go thou knoweſt not whither, not 


for a year, or for any certain period of time, but through the 


immenſe and boundleſs ages of eternity. Theſe doubts, and 
perplexities are greatly removed, and our hopes and expecta- 
tions, rationally ſupported by Chriſt Jeſus, who hath brought 
life and immortality to light, by the preaching of the goſpel, 
+ þ by clearly revealing, and diſplaying God's love to man- 
ind. | 
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are ſo touched, that we perceive death has mor- 


tally wounded our vitals, and that judgment ha- 


ſtens us to its tremendous bar, if we are prepared 


for 


Was revelation entirely ſilent about this matter, would we 
but attend to our directive faculties, or hearken to the voice 
of unprejudiced reaſon, we could not, from the natural or- 
der of things, and the preſent government of the world, ima- 
gine, that the benevolent author of our beings, placed us here 
only to indulge our bodily appetites, to make proviſion for 
the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof, to load ourſelves with 
thick clay, and to be buried under the ruins of it; to purſue 
a vapour, and hunt a ſhadow for a few days, and depart into 
the land of perpetual darkneſs, where all things are forgotten; 
have we any reaſon to ſuppoſe, that we came upon no higher 
deſign, than only to converſe with objects of ſenſe, to be at 
ſuch pains for the ſupport of a body, as cannot, with all our 
labour and care, be preſerved many years from duſt, and rot- 
tenneſs. I ſay, had we any room to ſuppoſe, we were fent 
into the world, for ſuch an idle purpoſe, we ſhould have rea- 
ſon to expoſtulate with our Maker, and reply to the great 
author of our beings, in the words of the pſalmiſt, ** Where- 
fore haſt thou made all men in vain.” But reaſon and reve- 
lation aſſure us, we were not ſent upon ſuch a trifling errand, 
or that we were to play like the Leviathan; but that this life 
is deſigned to prepare us for, and introduce us to a better ; 
and unleſs it be conſidered in this light, and as a paſſage to 
the next, it is hardly poſſible, to reconcile the preſent ſtate, 
and the ſeeming unequal diſtribution of things, with the good- 
neſs and wiſdom of the divine ruler, and faithful guardian of 


the univerſe, Could fuch a beneficent creator, ſuch a righ- 


teous governor of the world, have given us reaſon and re- 
flection, with unbounded proſpects, and deſires, with reſpect 
to futurity, and eternity, with innumerable doubts, and anxie- 
ties from thence ariſing, at the end of this perplexing life, to 
ſhut up the ſcene in death, and reſolve the ſame into parti- 
cles of duſt? No: God who is the conſtant preſerver of his 
people, and infinitely good to all his creatures, will never de- 


ſert the work of his hands, or refuſe to gratify thoſe ardent 


deſites, thoſe vehement expectations of ſome more durable, 
and more happier ſtate, which his good neſs hath implanted in 
holy fouls, and his love ſo amazingly ſtirred up, and ſo effi- 
EaCioully excited within them, For theſe breathings * x 
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We 
for the important change ; and patiently ſabmit 
to the awful. ſummons, God will graciouſly up- 
hold our fainting ſpirits, with the divine influ- 
ences of his efficacious grace, and the reviving 


hopes of a bleſſed and glorious eternity. And 


therefore however grievous our calamities are, 
conſidering the infinite advantages they produce, 
and how much we are ſpiritually benefited by 
them, we have no reaſon to reproach the divine 
ſeverity, or object to the righteouſneſs, and juſ- 
tice of (e) Providence. 


On 


bliſsful preſence, and longings for an everlaſting habitation 
with him, are but the energy of his own breath, and an 
emanation of his own eternal life, which God would not, fo 
kindly have rooted in our breaſts, nor have given us ſuch ra- 
tional hopes, of poſſeſſing the glories of the heavenly Canaan, 
lowing with never-ending and unbounded pleaſures, had he 
intended to fruſtrate our wiſhes, or that the ſoul ſhould pe- 
riſh with the body, and fink into the deep, and dark abyſs of 
non- entity. Beſides the many grievous calamities, lengtheu- 
ed out by the memory of what is paſt, and the fears of what 
is to come, cannot be fairly accounted for, if this world be 
not a ſtate of trial, and there be not a retribution afterwards. 
Why were we ſo made, that the remembrance of certain paſt 
actions, create in us grief, fear and horror, which neither 
the tyrant, nor politician, can free himſelf of, if our Crea- 
tor had not formed us accountable creatures, by giving us 
ſuch ideas of guilt, and puniſhment, even for the moſt ſecret 


crimes, and moſt retired from human eye. But waving all 


further conſiderations of futurity, whatever ſcruples men may 
entertain about it, natural light clearly informs me, and ſuf- 
hciently convinces me, that after I have quitted this clayey 
tabernacle, and am entered into ſome unknown region, 
whatever I be, or wherever I am, I am ſafe in the hands of 
God, and that no power can endanger my ſafety, or deprive 
me of the divine care, and protection. See this argument finely 
handled in Ld. Shaftſbury's Rhapſody, Bp. Cum. de leg. nat. 
Mr. Wollaſton's delineation, Mr, Smith's Select Diſcourſes, 
(e) To ſuppoſe that the almighty and infinitely wiſe go- 
vernor 
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On the contrary, we ſhould humbly bewail 
our manifold tranſgreſſions, and devoutly adore 
the ſupreme diſpoſer of all, that from a grateful 
ſenſe of the divine care, and God's beneficial vi- 
fitations, we may be induced to cry out, in the 
moving, and pathetical language of the pſalmiſt, 
that it is good for us to be afflicted, that we might 
learn God's ſacred laws, and obedience to all his 
holy precepts. In treating of theſe words, I ſhall 
purſue the following method, ſhew firſt the ad- 
vantages of afflictions in general, ſecondly, what 
thoſe laws were, which David learned the know- 
ledge of, by being afflicted : and laſtly, draw ſuch 
inferences from what has been ſaid, as tend to 
make us patient under ſufferings, and to improve 
our minds in ſpiritual knowledge; and in hea- 
venly wiſdom. And firſt, I am to ſhew the ad- | 

vantages 


vernor of the world, who can do what he will with his crea- 
tures, has ends of acting any ways, inconſiſtent with their 
general happineſs, muſt needs be a very uneaſy and uncom- 
fortable reflection, to every truly good and benevolent mind; 
but to look upon God, as the tender father of his creatures, 
as in all his actions towards them, not excepting thoſe oj 
judgment, and vengeance, conſulting the general happineſs, 
«s to repreſent him to ourſelves, under a notion the moſt 
amiable, and lovely that can be imagined. Separate infinite 
goodneſs from all mighty power, and perfect knowledge, 
and the idea is only awful and terrible, but that theſe are 
neceſſarily and infeparably united, in the glorious author of 
our beings, renders him the object of our moſt delightful 


contemplation, as well as of our higheſt reverence. That 


the governor of the world is the beſt, as well as the greateſt 
of beings; is the ſupport of a good man under all his trou- 
bles ; this is his only comfort, and joy, under all the evils he 
endures, and obſetves in this preſent ſtate. This is his moſt 

werful motive to his duty, and gives him the greateſt de- 
light and ſatisfaction, in acts of obedience, and in internal 
devotion. See a treatiſe of divine benevolence. 


1 
vantages of afflictions in general: afflictions how- 
ever dreadful in themſelves, or diſagreeable thoſe 


unpalatable draughts may be, were the cauſes of 


them impartially regarded, and the ends for which 
they were ſent duly obſerved, inſtead pf accuſing 
the Deity of rigorous treatment, or charging our 
follies wholly upon the weakneſs of nature, we 
ſhould admire the inſufferable inſolence of man; 
and ſtand amazed at the inconceivable goodneſs of 
God, who hath delivered our ſouls from death; and 
reſcued us from the brink of many a precipice, 
which we through ignorance, or inadvertency, did 
neither apprehend, nor fear : for ſoon after man 
was created, and inveſted with powers to diſcharge 
his duty, to enable him to anſwer the ſacred pur- 
poſes of heaven, and reflect with pleaſure on the di- 
vine perfections, he inſtead of meditating on theſe 
divine excellencies, and generouſly diſplaying the 
bleſſed effects of divine love, yields to the ſubtle 
ſuggeſtions of the ſerpent, proclaims open war 
againſt his Maker, and employs thoſe powers, 
his divine benefactor endowed him with, in di- 
rect oppoſition to his will, and in contempt of 
his authority. By thus perverting the uſe of his 
faculties, by frequent repeated acts of hoſtility, 
he daringly defies the glorious majeſty of God, 
and draws upon himſelf all thoſe evils, that are the 
dreadful and natural effects of fin, and the certain 
and fatal conſequences of man's diſobedience. But 
notwithſtanding theſe manifold, and reiterated 
provocations, the goodneſs of our creator is ſo 
ſtupendouſly great, and his tender bowels fo 
touched with compaſſion, that he pities the miſe- 
ries of his rebellious creatures, is ſo deſirous of 


removing 
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C1 
removing their evils, and hindering them from 
purſuing their own ruin, that upon their humble 


| ſubmiſſion to him, he receives them with the 


open arms of his mercy, and ſuccours them with 
the energy of his heavenly grace. So that inſtead of 
appearing as a rigorous judge, or as one inſtantly 
ready to execute vengeance, he illuſtriouſly dif. 
plays the endearing character of a father, of an 
infinitely wiſe and good being, who not only for- 
gives the offences of his children, brt will, upon 
their unfeigned repentance, convert their calami- 
ties into bleſſings, and make them the inſtru- 
ments of promoting true piety and ſolid virtue. 
Would men give themſelves time for ſober re- 
flections, and often ſeriouſly meditate, on God's 
forbearing mercy, they would not accuſe him of 
ſeverity, even in the darkeſt ſcenes of life, but 
humbly acknowledge their own inflexibility ; and 
that no expedient is more likely to bend their re- 
luctant wills, or to make their virtues ſhine more 


bright, or more conſpicuous than afflitions. 


The evils we are liable to, and often groan under, 
not only manifeſt the ſacred luſtre of holineſs, 
put us upon thinking what we are, where we be, 
and whither we are going, but they alſo make 
us walk more warily, to conſider ourſelves as 
pilgrims, who are paſſing through a perilous wil- 
derneſs, and travelling apace to that ſtate, in 
which there are no more changes, and from 
whence we ſhall never more return. Thus at- 
tentively conſidering human life, and the ſhifting 
ſtate of univerſal nature, we learn the uncertainty 
of all-created bliſs, the vanity of each mortal 
ſcene, and the neceſſity of trimming our lamps, 

before 


C21} 
before our poor frail veſſel is deſtroyed ; that we 
may be qualified by grace, for an habitation in 


glory, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 


the heavens, Becauſe the time paſt is irrecover- 
able, and if the preſent is not devoutly improved, 
ſome fatal arrow may deeply wound our hearts, 


and we who were formed out of the clay, and 


have our foundation in the duſt, may fall unpre; 
pared into the cold embraces of death, be une: 
pectedly hurried to the grave, where our reſi- 
dence is already fixed, and our fate unalterably 
determined. Afflictions operate ſo powerfully on 
our ſouls, ſo inwardly change the ſentiments of 
our hearts, that inſtead of giving way to roaming 
abroad, we preſently call home our wandering 


thoughts, reduce our diſorderly affections to obe- 


dience, and confine them within the ſacred bounds 
of modeſty, and the juſtly applauded rules of diſ- 
cretion. By means of which, evil imaginations are 
corrected, filthy images removed, the ſcorching 
flames of luſt extinguiſhed, the dignity of human 
nature better maintained and ſupported. The 
heart which is the ſource of corruption, and the 
fountain of all evil defires, is purged from its na- 


tural pollution, and noxious qualities; the judg- 


ment is freed of its prejudices, and the under- 
ſtanding has a clear conception of things. Rea- 
ſon (g) that bright luminary of the ſoul, will 

2 with 


(g) Reaſon, which is a ray of the divinity in man, and 
ſhould be the governing principle of our actions, is implant- 
ed in the breaſts of men, by the merciful father of our ſpirits, 
that it might never be afar off, or hard to be underſtood, 
butſhine with a light as clear as the ſun, in the midſt of the 
firmament; and though this 50 luminary may be * 

ed, 
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with the powerful aſſiſtance of divine aid, now 
with little oppoſition, reaſcends the throne, and 
reaſſumes its authority, the lower powers obey its 
commands, and theſe inferior appetites are devo- 
ted to its ſervice, The divine image is inwardly 
reſtored, and there appears much of that order 
and beauty in the ſoul, with which it was origi- 
n ly endued by its creator, and which man en- 
joyed in perfection, while he continued in a ſtate 
of innocence, The ſoul that was blinded with 
ſinful luſts, clearly diſcerns the danger of its for- 


mer condition, and the miſery it muſt have en- 


dured, bad it not been awakened out of the le- 


thargy of fin, by the penetrating and moving 
voice of affliction. 
When men are thus influenced by ſufferings, 
and fee through the numberleſs mazes of folly, 
and the fraudulent ſchemes of iniquity, inſtead 
of being anxious about things temporal, they are 
more concerned about things ſpiritual, more ſo- 
licitous to preſerve tranquility of mind, and to 
controul the ſanguine demands of boiſterous paſ- 
ſions, as knowing that while perpetual diſcord 
reigns 


ed, and its original force greatly abated, by the noxious 
fumes of intoxicating luſts, and the frequent oppoſitions of 
contending paſſions ; yet its glorious light cannot finally be 
extinguiſhed, nor its natural efficacy totally defaced by all 
the darkening and forcible powers of iniquity ; ſo that nothing 
muſt be admitted for truth, that deſtroys the uſe of our ratio- 
nal faculties, becauſe this were to ſuperſede the means, and 
entirely ſet at nought that knowledge, whereby we diſcover 


truth from falſhood, and genuine religion from diabolical 


deluſion, See Bp, Stillingfleet on Idolatry, p. 556. Bp. Leng 


at Boyle's Lectures, p. 73. where this matter is argued more 
at large, 
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reigns within, it will be impoſſible for them to 
enjoy, whatever they may be poſſeſſed of, with- 
out. Troubles are of ſuch an efficacious nature, 
as will, if conſtantly improved to divine purpo- 
ſes, not only gradually prepare our ſpirits for 
God, by bringing us to an acquaintance with 
ourſelves, and by melting our obdurate hearts in- 
to contrition, but they alſo are the means, of 
confirming inward habits of virtue, of prevent- 
ing the abuſe of our intellectual er and arm- 
ing us againſt the falſe, and ſeducing charms of 
vitiated appetites. It is clear then to every in- 
genuous mind, that the many ſevere trials pro- 
vidence exerciſes us with, are intended to hinder 
us from injuring ourſelves, and from being miſled 
by the powers of darkneſs, that we may induſtri- 
ouſly purſue our own ſafety, and vigorouſly en- 
deavour, to ſecure the protection of him, who 
is the king of kings, and the only potentate of 
heaven and earth. For if God be not our com- 
forter in adverſity, and our preſerver in the pe- 
rilous ſeaſon, and at the hour of death, we are 
loſt and undone for ever. When men are under 
the rod, and deeply affected with the calamities 
of life, they generally have a mean opinion of 
themſelves, and are adorned with the beautiful 
robe of modeſty; this gives them ſuch ſweetneſs 

of diſpoſition, as renders them utterly averſe to 

oſtentation, and to all thoſe ambitious views, 

which commonly ſwell men with pride, and de- 

ſtroy that amiable grace of humility. Men tried 

in the warm furnace of afflictions, and thorough- 

ly humbled for their offences, are ſeldom lifted 

C2 up 
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up with pride, or apt to pronounce (h) deſtruction 
upon others, they are too conſcious of their own 
failings ; the remembrance of which, keeps them 
perpetually upon their guard, leſt they ſhould be 
ſurprized by temptations, and fall a ſacrifice to 

thoſe horrible, and deſtructive deluſions. 
Afflictions preſerve in us awful thoughts of 
God, and inlarged conceptions of his incompre- 
henſible majeſty, by making us fo ſenſible of his 
ſupreme authority, that we experimentally feel 
our own inſufficiency, and our inability to help 
ourſelves without the divine aſſiſtance. A juſt 
ſenſe of theſe things, will make us quit all preten- 
fions to merit, and ſo to renounce our dependency 
upon the creature, that we ſhall intirely truſt to 
the mercy and goodneſs of our creator. Afflic- 
tions 
(Þ) Let not this weak unknowing hand, 

Preſume God's bolts to throw ; 


And deal damnation round the land, 
On ſuch I judge thy foe, 


If I am right, O teach my heart, 
Still in the right to ſtay ; 

If I am wrong, thy grace impart, 
To find the better way. 


Save me alike from fooliſh pride, 
Or impious diſcontent; 
At ought thy wiſdom has deny'd, 
Or ought thy goodneſs lent. 


Teach me to feel another's woe, 
To hide the fault I fee ; 

That mercy I to others ſhew, 
That mercy ſhew to me. 


Mean though I am not wholly ſo, 
Since quicken'd by thy breath; 

O lead me whereſoe'er I go, 
Thro' this day's life or death. 


Por E' Univerſal Prayer. 


428-4 
tions when ſanctified, cauſe that peace of mind, "oj 
and that durable ſatisfaction, which the world | 
cannot give, nor all its glittering temptations de- 
prive us of. Thus armed againſt the counterfeit 
beauties of ſenſuality, and all the fad varieties of 
corporeal delights, we ſhall be conſtrained to cry 
out with the pſalmiſt, Vhom have I in heaven 
but thee, and there is none upon earth that I de- 
fire in compariſon of thee. For as the hart pant- 
eth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my foul af- | 
ter thee, O God: when men are ſpiritually re- | 
newed, and governed by the ſublime, and unal- 
terable dictates of truth, their minds are fo fall 
of celeſtial ideas, and ſuch bright views of infi- 
nite purity, that they -perceive the groſſneſs of 
earthly poſſeſſions, and the inconſiderableneſs of 
every thing but God, and what tends to promote 
his glory, and the happineſs of all intelligent be- 
ings. To ſuch perſons, the pomp and ſplendor 
of this material world, are but in little eſteem ; 
nor can ſuch be deceived by any of its deluſive 
charms. The grandeur of a crouded theatre, or 
the pomp of a numerous retinue, may dazzle the 
eyes of the vulgar, and cauſe admiration in the 
unthinking multitude, but neither theſe nor the 
magnificence of a palace, nor the reſplendent 
glory of a crown, will make any impreſſion up- Y 
on them, who contemplate the ſhifting ſcenes of 
earthly pageantry, and the periſhableneſs of all 
ſublunary things. They view them not with a 
ſuperficial eye, but according to their real worth, 
and intrinfick excellency, and without any of 
thoſe falſe colourings, the imagination commonly 
brightens them with, to beguile unſtable ſouls, 


and 
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and to deceive unwary creatures. The pleaſures 
of this world are diſguiſed appearances, but the 
ſorrows of it real, and affeQting, and therefore 
men accuſtomed to troubles, and to contemplate 


the beneficent intentions of providence, think too 


deeply, and act more rationally, than to depend 
upon ſuch empty and fleeting enjoyments, as not 
only ſwiftly fly away from them, but alſo wither 
like the graſs, and crumble like the duſt, of which 
theyare formed. There is no ſtability inany animal 
diverſions, and the ſweeteſt ſenſations often prove 
tireſome ; for though they refreſh us when we are 
weary, yet they weary us when we are refreſhed, 

Whatever happineſs may attend us in a ſhining 
hour, a dark K 4-8) ſoon caſts a gloom over our 


felicity, and the Ee phantom vaniſhes as in 


a dream, and paſſes away as the morning dew, at 


the approaching ſun. All things here bear the 


ſignatures of vanity, and vaniſh almoſt as ſoon as 
they appear. Fond and vain are our hopes of 
life, yet we are ſurrounded with the monuments 


of death; we ſee perſons of all ages and all cha- 


raters diſappearing! our fathers, where are they? 
And the prophets, do they live for ever? Human 
frailty is a truth ſo evident, that there needs no 
pomp of language to illuſtrate it, for daily expe- 
rience ſufficiently proves this, and we feel in 
ourſelves the decays of weak nature. Since life 
it ſelf is of ſo ſhort a duration, and our preſent 
ſtate like a flying ſhadow, it matters little what 
we ſuffer here, provided we are rendered fit for 
the divine reception, and the enjoyment of 
God's bleſſed preſence, in the bright regions of 
glory, and endleſs felicity hereafter, 

Search 


.. ttt... ARd dns, 


py, > GY OT as” CY wi 


. 


0 

(i) Search the terraqueous globe, and pick out 
ſome of its choiceſt delights, even thoſe that are 
chiefly valued, and of the longeſt duration, are 
no other than mutable ſhadows, or faint repre- 
ſentations, in compariſon of him, who ©; the ſu- 
preme felicity of our ſouls, and an object propor- 
tionable to their bonndleſs defires. Were men 
convinced that God is a being of abſolute good- 
neſs, who is eternally poſſeſſed of every perfec- 
tion, and had withal a duc ſenſe of their own 
vileneſs, and their own einen, it would 
inwardly produce the loweſt abaſement of them- 
ſelves, and the higheſt reverence, for God's ado- 
rable majeſty. The firm belief of which, and con- 
ſtantly exerciſing theſe, or the like meditations, 
would, by the co-operating power of divine grace, 
deliver the ſoul from the fearful tyranny of fin, 
and all the excruciating miſeries and direful con- 
ſequences thereof. The time formerly waſted 
upon impertinent trifles, or in projecting imagi- 
nary ſchemes of felicity, is no longer ſpent upon 
ſuch reproachful vanities, but infinitely better em- 
ployed in penitential acts of devotion () and in 
fervent 


(i) Were a man fo poſſeſſed of terreſtrial treaſures that 
he had even acquired his utmoſt wiſhes, the proſpect of ſome 
future ſuppoſed felicity, would tempt him to relinquiſh his 
preſent poſſeſſions, in hopes of finding what this created 
world, with all its perfeCtions cannot yield; for the reſtleſs 
eye of his diſſatisfied mind, will be prying beyond the hea- 
vens, and ſearching after ſome hidden excellencies: So it is 
impoſſible that the ſoul ſhould reſt, or that ſo divine a ſpark 
ſhould ceaſe riſing, until it is joined to that immenſe flame of 
glory and majeſty, from which it firſt proceeded, | 

(4) How far devotional addreſſes may influence the Deity, 
none can be abſglutely certain, but this we may affirm, thes 

| thole 


( 24 ] 
fervent ſupplications to God for mercy, that they 
may participate of his heayenly bleſſings, and the 
unmerited gifts and graces of Chriſt's ſpiritual 
kingdom. In fine, adverſity is an excellent ſchool ; 
and though few care to enter into it, yet the diſ- 
cipline thereof is ſuch, as when patiently ſubmit- 
ted to, will preſerve us from everlaſting perditi- 
on, and qualify us for a manſion in eternal glo- 
ry, where there is nothing to imbitter our plea- 
ſures, or render our glorious day unpleaſant, 
Were theſe reflections duly attended to, the me- 
thods of providence would not ſeem too ſevere, 
and inſtead of impeaching the divine conduct, it 
much better becomes, ſuch contumacious offend- 
ers, to offer in ſacrifice their vices, and to ac- 
knowledge the inceſſant care, of the divine re- 
prover, that from a feeling ſenſe of his goodneſs, 
they may generouſly expreſs the language of their 
hearts, and ſay, Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſt- 
eneſt, O Lord, and teache/t bim in thy law, that 
thou mayeſt give him patience in time of adverſity ; 


for with the Lord there is mercy, and with him 


there is plenteous redemption; O how great is thy 


- goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up for them that fear 


thee, which thou baſt wrought for them that truſt 
in thee, before the ſons of men, Pſal. xxxi. 19. 

Thus have I ſhewn the advantages of afflictions 

in general, Secondly, ſhall make it my buſineſs to 

enquire, 


thoſe addreſſes ſenſibly affect rational beings, and often draw 
their affections from the world, and introduce the love of 
heaven into their ſouls. Beſides, as he is proclaimed a God 
hearing prayer, ſo we have great reaſon to believe, that if we 
aſk agreeably to his will, he hears our requeſts, and will an- 
ſwer our humble petitions, | 
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enquire, what thoſe laws were, which David at- 
tained the knowledge of, by being afflicted. Conſi- 
derations on the infinite diftance, and diſproportion 
between the creature, and the creator, will ſtrike 
the mind with awful ideas, and inſtru us in the 
nature of that worſhip, which the high and lofty 
one, that inhabits eternity requires, and therefore, 
we ſhould exert our beſt powers, employ every 
faculty of our (/) ſouls, ind fee that all our ſacri- 
fices of prayer, and praiſes which we preſent un- 
to the Deity, be ſuch as are agreeable, to his all- 
comprehending mind ; becauſe, no ſervice, be it 
ever ſo amazingly grand, or its ceremonies the 
moſt punctually obſerved, will not be regarded 
by him, except thoſe ceremonies are ſpiritually 
performed, and thoſe ſacrifices aſcend from the 
altar of a purified heart, He that is clothed in 
robes of light, and encircled with myriads of glo- 
rious angels, wants not the vaniſhing praiſes of 
his creatures, nor any of their fading breath, to 
proclaim his excellencies. No, God that is eter- 
nally bleſſed in himſelf, and poſſeſſed with an ever- 
laſting crown of ineffable glory, values no offer- 
ings, like thoſe of heavenly affections, and ſuch 

De D as 


(!) Our ſouls are of ſuch an nature, that they can extend 
their thoughts, till they are quite loſt, in the oceans of im- 
menſity and eternity, They not only acquaint themſelves 
with the material part of the world, but alſo with the imma- 
terial. From contemplating themſelves, they enlarge their 
thoughts to other beings of the ſame kind. They diſcern the 
ſpirits of other men, through the veil of their bodies, and 

out, and contemplate an unknown, and innumerable 
number of ſpiritual natures, till at laſt they aſcend to God 
himſelf, that infinite ſpirit, who was, and is the maker, and 
preſer ver of us all. | | | 
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as glow with love, and univerſal benevolence : in 
compariſon of which, God pronounces his own 
inſtitutions not good ; that is, conſidered in them- 
ſelves, or when ſeparated from moral goodneſs, 
they are of no real worth: but all their excel. 
lency is derived from their being the means ap- 
pointed, to preſerve the knowledge of himſelf, 
and keep mankind in ſubjection to his righteous 
and holy laws (m). | 

In ſupport of theſe equitable commands, the 


jewiſh inſtitutes were ordained ; and was every 


part of the hebrew ritual ſcrutinized, it would 
appear a regular ſyſtem, admirably adapted. to the 
genius of that (n) ſtubborn people, and to main- 

tain 


(m) Theſe obſervations on the Hebrew ritual, are not of- 
fered as proofs of its divinity ; that I have taken for granted, 
all that J intended by them, was to declare the genuine de- 
ſign of the ritual: for though at this diſtance of time, ſome 
of its ceremonies are difficult to be accounted for, yet this 
may be evidently proved, that moral precepts, are interwo- 
ven throughout the ritual, and the whole calculated, to pro- 
mote the honour, and glory of God ; the univerſal peace, 
and happineſs of mankind. A judicious and learned author 
obſerves, that though the ritual taught, JEnovAn was fo 
preſent with his people //rael, as he was not with any other 
people; yet it never taught, the preſence of Jt Hov An was 
confined to the temple ; or as ſome have very unfairly repre- 
ſented it, that the God of Jrael was a local God, or a cir- 
cumſcribed Deity, See LoMAN's hebrew ritual, p. 2706. 
Dr, Lic HT TOO T's temple ſervice, c. 9. | 

(n) Dr. South, ſpeaking of the 1ſraelites ingratitude, and 
their abuſe of divine mercies, ſays, in his ludicrous language, 
they were all along a croſs, odd, untoward ſort of people, and 
ſuch as God ſeems to have eſpouſed to himſelf, upon the ve- 
ry ſame account that Socrates did Aantippe, only for her ex- 
treme ill-condition, above all that he could poſſibly find, or 
pick out of that ſex, and ſo both the fitteſt to exerciſe, and 
to declare his admirable patience to the world. Vol. I. e. 

cre 


1 27 

tain a ſuitable reverence, and filial deportment, 
towards the majeſty of God. And though theſe 
ritual injunctions, were highly regarded, yet they 
were not eſteemed, equal to juſtice and mercy: 
but only reſpected as inſtruments to promote un- 
alterable truth, and righteouſneſs, that men might 
yield unfeigned obedience to God, and acknow- 
ledge him as the ſupreme Lord, and moral go- 
vernor of the univerſe. 

It is clear to every unbiaſſed mind, that thoſe 
laws, which the pious pſalmiſt learned by afflic- 
tions, and which he beſtowed ſuch high enco- 
miums on, were thoſe laws that are coeval with 
the nature of man, or thoſe unchangeable pre- 
cepts of morality, which neither length of time 
can obliterate, nor alteration of - circumſtances in 
the creature cancel ; but theſe moral obligations 
are always the ſame, and will be what they were 
originally intended, a divine directory to free a- 
gents, to the final conſummation of all things. 
For they preſcribe what ſhould be done, ſaid, or 
thought, with reſpe& to God, our neighbour, and 
ourſelves, and to all the creatures God has made ; 
whether ſuch as have exiſted from the beginning, 
or ſuch as ſhall commence in any following pe- 
riod : theſe precepts have an immutable relation 
thereto, and are never unconnected with them: 
So that whoever ſhall make thoſe commands his 
guide, and endeavour to reſemble the Deity in 

9 98 holineſs, 
Were the Hraelites of ſuch a froward diſpoſition, the ritu- 
al ſeems highly uſeful to ſuch a people, to free them from the 
power of a perverſe will, and to give them the utmoſt aver- 
ſion to ſuperſtition, and idolatry. See them fully deſcribed in 


the Jewiſn Antiq. D. Burnet's Archælo. Phil, Dr. Spencer's 
de Jegibus Hebræor. a 
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holineſs, will always find a ſafe retreat in God, 
be delivered from many terrifying apprehenſions 
within, be comforted under the greateſt perplex- 
ities without, and the moſt afflicting ſcenes of 
_ providence. A view of our unhappy fituation, 
and the evils that encompaſs us, would greatly 
diſtreſs the troubled mind, were there not a way 
through all theſe perplexities, to the fountain of 
life, and make the ſoul bitterly to cry out, what 
ſhall I do, to whom ſhall I fly for ſuccour; I 
have experienced the inſufficiency of all earthly en- 
joyments, and found them too weak, too deceiy- 
able, to be relied on, or truſted to, and. therefore, 
J have renounced theſe deceitful vanities, and am 
effectually taught by afflictions, not to depend 
upon any earthly poſſeſſions, but wholly to reſt my 
ſoul upon God, who is a ſure refuge in time of 
trouble, and never to expect durable happineſs, 
or meet with uninterrupted felicity, until I ar- 
rive at the pure regions of light and immortality 
above. Holy David, ſenſible of theſe things, 
and the impoſſibility of acquiring the divine ap- 
probation, without adhering to the refining rules 
of virtue, preferred, the conſtant obſervation of 
thoſe ſublime rules, infinitely before thouſands of 
gold or ſilver, or whatever the bowels of the 
earth can produce, or the tempting treaſures of a 
fleeting world afford; and therefore, had recourſe 
to them in his troubles, and in all the intricate 
paſſages of his life (o). Moreover, he affirms my 
| 18 

(e) Agreeably to which, ſays the ſagacious Mr. Loc x, 


in a letter to an intimate friend, written a- little before but 
ordered, not to be ſent till after his death. May you live- 


} 
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ing the ſoul; the teſtimony 
giveth wiſdom unto the fimple ; the ſtatutes of the 


1 29 J 
his own experience, that the pleaſures which re- 
fult from obedience, and a rn ſenſe of 
God's perpetual preſence, are of fo durable, and 
fo elevating a nature, that even in the heavy 
ſtorms of perſecution, thoſe pleaſures cauſed ſuch 
joy, and rejoicing in his ſoul, as made him ad- 
mire the divine munificence, and ſometimes to 
break out in raptures of love, and to celebrate 
the praiſes of him, whoſe glory ſhines in heaven, 
and whoſe goodneſs is viſibly — . on earth, 
in changing the affections of ſinful men, and in 
reſtoring lapſed creatures to their native freedom. 
The law of the Lord is an undefiled lau, convert. 
of the Lord is ſure, and 


Lord are right, and rejoice the heart ; the com- 
mandment of the Lord is pure, and giveth light 
unto the eyes; the law of God is in his heart, and 
bis goings ſhall not ſlide. As concerning thy te- 
Slumontes 
long, and happy in the enjoyment of health, freedom, con- 
tent, and all thoſe bleflings, which providence” has beſtowed 
on you, and your virtue entitles you to; I know you loved 
me living, and will preſerve my memory now I am dead ; 
all the uſe to be made of it, is, that this world is a ſcene of 
vanity, that ſoon paſſes away, and affords no ſolid fatisfa&ti- 
on, but the conſciouſneſs of doing well, and the hopes of a- 
nother life. This is what I can ſay by experience, and what 
you will find when you come to make up your account; 

adieu, I leave my beſt wiſhes with you. J. Locks.” 
God has demonſtrated to every man by implanted know- 
ledge, and natural judgment, and the admonitions of the 
Fon of riches is not everlaſting ; the or- 


law, how the poſl 
nament of beauty is not perpetual; our ſtrength and force 
ate ſoon diſſolved, and that all is vapour, and vahity; and 
that only. the goed conſcience of faith uijfeigned, paſſes 
1 the midſt of the heavens, and returning to truth, 
takes hold of the right hand of that joy which is to come. 


Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, lib. vii. 33. 
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fturmonies I have known: long ſince, that thou : haſt 
founded them for ever, and that they, are done in 
truth and equity. Theſe ſcriptures: abundantly 
confirm, what I have already advanced, that the 
law which the pſalmiſt boaſts of, and which he 
profeſſes to receive ſuch laſting comfort from, 
that no terrene enjoyments bear any - compariſon 
to it; was the law written in his heart, and wo- 
ven in every part of his frame; and therefore 
more needs not be ſaid to prove it, becauſe no- 
thing is clearer to men acquainted with them- 
ſelves, that without the-inherent principles of vir- 
tue, and conſtantly obeying the facred dictates of 
religion, there is no relief for a wounded ſpirit, 
nor any ſupport for a ſoul oppreſſed with dark- 
neſs, or overwhelmed with the black ideas of mi- 

and ſorrow. I ſhall now draw ſuch inferen- 
ces from what has been ſaid, as tend to make us 
patient under ſufferings, and to improve our 
minds, in heavenly knowledge. 
Were the benevolent purpoſes of providence, 
and the compaſſionate care of omnipotence, duly 
regarded, and juſtly filuſtrated, we ſhould diſcern 
ſuch aſtoniſhing ſcenes of. goodneſs, as would not 
only filence the clamours of guilty creatures, and 
hinder them from perpetrating their evil devices, 
but would alſo, conſtrain them to reverence him, 
whoſe power and goodneſs are continually exert- 
ed in their preſervation, and to ſay with holy Jos, 
J am wile in thy fight, what ſhall I anſwer? J 
will. lay my band upon my mouth, and make no 
complaint againſt my God. Whenever we are 
viſited with ſickneſs, or confined to beds of lan- 
guiſhing; inſtead of impiouſly reflecting upon 
| duk 
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our creator, it is infinitely more rational, to for- 
ſake thoſe evils, which were the cauſes of our 
ſufferings, than to revile our heavenly father's 
chaſtiſements. Fur ubom the Lord loveth be cba- 


ſteneth, and ſcourgeth every fon whom he receiv- 


eth ;' if ye endure chaſtening God dealeth with you 
as with ſons, for what ſon is he whom the father 
chaſfteneth not? Furthermore, we have had fathers 
F our fleſh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence, ſhall we not much rather be in ſubjecti- 
on to the father of ſbirits, and live? Fur they, 
verily, for a few days chaſtened us after their own 


' pleaſure, but be for our profit, that we might be 


partakers f his holineſs. Note no chaſtening for 
the-preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; ne- 
vertheleſs, it afterwards - yielteth the peaceable 
fruits of rightevuſneſs unto them that are exerciſed 
thereby. Heb. xi. ee 3 

Nothing can more beautifully illuſtrate almigh- 
ty power, or more pathetically diſplay paternal 
affection, than «thoſe moving paſſages of ſacred 
writ; and therefore we ſhould keep à holy jea- 
louſy over ourſelves, and patiently wait God's juſt 
determinations, ſince he does not wound us as an 
enemy, but does mercifnlly correct us as a friend. 
And though clouds and darkneſs are round about 
his throne, yet we are certain, that righteouſneſs 
and judgment-are the habitation of his ſeat. 

' Laſtly, I would infer, that ſince afflictions are 
deſigned to awaken the attention, and to procure 
convenient-/ſeaſon. for reflection, we ſhould de- 
ſtroy the ſting of thoſe chaſtiſements, by repent- 
ance, and employ thoſe opportunities in learning 
heavenly wiſdomy the knowledge of which will 

cauſe 


pentance recorded in the annals of eternity. By 
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cauſe men to turn their eyes inward, that they 
may ke the diſorderly ſtate of their ſouls, and 
the neceſſity of regulating the intellectual oe. 
conomy z for when the ſuperior faculties move 
regularly, and the inferior appetites act under 
their direction, there ariſes ſuch a complacency in 
the mind, as infinitely exceeds the greateſt bodi- 
ly delights, and the higheſt quiateſcence of world. 
ly pleaſures ; nay there is 8 kind of ſpiritual fra- 
grancy upon the conſcience, when it is daily wa- 
tered with virtuous actions, with the refreſhing 
ſprings of true devotion, and the divine dews of 
celeſtial grace. SARI | | 
To conclude, let us look up to Ixsvs for help, 
to the God of conſolation for mercy, and per- 
form thoſe promiſes we made in our diſtreſs, and 
in the very bitterneſs of our ſouls, that our names 
may be written in the book of life, and our re- 


thus wiſely improving our time, and by keeping 
a juſt balance among the inward affections, we 
ſhall commence citizens of that kingdom, 
where immortal ſpirits are arrayed in robes of 
ſpotleſs purity, and the chriſtian moraliſt ſhines 
in inimitable beauty, and in unchangeable and 
never-ending glory. This happineſs was origi- 
nally deſigned for us, and would we be partakers 
of it, we muſt ſubmit to the guidance of a mer- 
ciful Saviour, who will lead us fafely through 
this hazardous ſtate, and bring us with joy and 
triumph to our heavenly home, and to our bleſ- 
fed inheritance. 12 TY 63 
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